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WHAT IS
ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE?
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Environmental Justice is defined by the
United States Environmental Protection

Agency (EPA) as: 
“the fair treatment and meaningful

involvement of all people regardless of
race, color, national origin, or income,

with respect to the development,
implementation, and enforcement of
environmental laws, regulations, and

policies”



WHY IS
ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE AN
ISSUE?
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The reason why Environmental Justice is
an issue is that as the definition states,

people of color, of different national
origin, and of lower-income are

disproportionally and intentionally
targeted to face environmental hazards
such as having factories, power plants

being built along with hazardous
materials being dumped in waterways

near BIPOC neighborhoods.
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In 2007, Curtis Bay in south Baltimore was
recorded to have the highest level of toxic air

pollutants in the US, which then after 2008, the
monitoring devices to measure toxic air

pollutants were taken down and never replaced.
 

In a 2018 EPA study, when looking at PM
(Particulate Matter) of 2.5 micrometers or less,
those in poverty had 1.35 times higher burden

than did the overall population, non-Whites had
1.28 times higher burden, and Blacks,

specifically, had 1.54 times higher burden than
did the overall population.

EXAMPLE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE
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In South Baltimore, in the Curtis Bay area, one teen
named Destiny Watford noticed her community being
slowly poisoned by polluting industry in the area, as
people in her community were disproportionately

experiencing respiratory problems, and experiencing
higher suffering from cancer compared to other

areas people lived in.
All of this led her to co-create a student organization

called “Free Your Voice” to stand up for their
community’s human rights along with the suffering of

the community.
This area contains the nation’s largest medical waste
facility, coal export terminals, oil tank farms, animal
rendering facilities, Incinerators, chemical factories,

and Baltimore City’s main landfill.

EXAMPLE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE 



TAKE ACTION!
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Raise awareness to make sure that the people
around you are informed on what

Environmental Justice is, and the impacts that
it brings to the community’s health. You can

work with your school’s environmental
organization to raise awareness around your
community to inform your local residents of

the problems.
 

Collaborate, volunteer, and/or donate to not-
for-profit organizations that focus on

environmental issues at the local, state or
federal level.



TAKE ACTION! 
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Here are some national organizations you could support,
but we would encourage you to do your own research to
find local organizations in your community or research
other national organizations to see whom you want to

volunteer for or donate to.
 

-Natural Resources Defense Council
https://www.nrdc.org/Indigenous

-Environmental Network
https://www.ienearth.org/Alternatives for

-Community & Environment
https://ace-ej.org/

-Black Millennials for Flint
https://www.blackmillennials4flint.org/

-Sierra Club Foundation
https://www.sierraclubfoundation.org/what-we-

fund/environmental-justice-and-community-partnerships



SOURCES USED

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wPJRj8rt82m8u
lbVoCocNMtOUEKPxMUM/view?usp=sharing

 
https://www.goldmanprize.org/blog/walk-curtis-

bay-destiny-watford/
 

https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2
105/AJPH.2017.304297


